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T 
© THe Orricers AND Mempers or rap Ancient AND Honoranie Arrit- 
LERY Company: 3 


Gentlemen, —In accordance with your instructions, April 3, 1882, this histori- 
cal account of the proceedings of the company during the year 1832-33 has been 
prepared. 

No public parade of the company was held in the autumn of 1832; but a Field 
Day was celebrated on the tenth day of May, 1833, an account of which, together 
with that of the anniversary on the third day of June, 1833, is presented. 

The sermon preached by the Rev. James Thompson, of Salem, who for many 
years was settled in Jamaica Plain, Mass., but recently deceased, has been kindly 
placed at our disposal by his son, and is now published for the first time. 


GEORGE H. ALLEN, 
Clerk A. and HI. A. Co. 


A SPRING FIELD DAY. 


May 10, 1833. 


In accordance with a vote of the company, a field day was cel- 
ebrated this date. The corps proceeded to South Boston, where they 
passed the afternoon in experimental gunnery. 

A committee consisting of Col. Thomas Davis, Col. Peter Dunbar, 
and Captain Bela Greenwood provided the powder, ball, tent, target, 
and refreshments. 

Col. Thomas Davis, Capt. John H. Eastburn, and Capt. William 
R. Stacy were a committee to procure two silver medals of the value 
of five dollars each. The medal for the best shot made with artillery 
was awarded to Col. Amasa G. Smith, and delivered to him in the 
name of the company. The medal for the best musket shot being 
claimed by several members, — viz., Lieut. Edward Codman, Capt. 
John Y. Champney, Captain Bela Greenwood, and N. P. Snelling, —a 
committee was chosen to hear the claimants and report who was prop- 
erly entitled to receive the same The committee —Col. Edward G. 
Prescott, Gen. John S. Tyler, Capt. John Hoppin, Col. Thomas 
Davis, and Lieut. Ebenezer W. Stone — were unable to decide to whom 
the prize should be awarded, and so reported to the company; the 
foundation for such report being the statement by members of the 


company that two of the claimants fired at the same moment. 


ANNIVERSARY. 


The one hundred and ninety-fifth anniversary was celebrated on 
Monday, June 3, when the company assembled, agreeable to the 
charter and its venerable usage, at 9 o’clock, in uniform, in Faneuil 
Hall. The company, after partaking of a collation, at 12 o’clock 
marched to the State House, under the command of Brig.-Gen. John 
S. Tyler. At 12.30 o’clock they escorted his Excellency Goy. Lin- 
coln, Lieut.-Gov. Samuel T, Armstrong, the honorable Council, sen- 
ators, mayor of Boston, and other gentlemen of civil, military, and 
ecclesiastical character, to the First Church, in Chauncy Place, where 
a judicious and able discourse was preached by Rev. James Thomp- 
son of Salem. After divine service the company escorted his Excel- 
lency and other invited guests to Faneuil Hall, where they sat down 
to a sumptuous dinner provided by Mr. Bartlett Hill. 

The blessing was asked by the preacher of the day, and the table 
dismissed by Rey. Dr. Porter. 

The record says that the toasts were all good, especially Judge 
Story’s, alluding to a late unpopular trial of the city mayor and alder- 
men for a false return of votes, viz.: ‘* Whatever irregularity there 
may be in other returns, may there be no irregularity in the return of 
this day.”’ 


BUNKER HILL MONUMENT. 


On motion of Capt. Robert C. Winthrop, it was Voted, That the 
commander, Brig.-Gen. John S$. Tyler, in behalf of the company, 
transmit to the treasurer of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic 
Association, to aid in the erection of the Bunker Hill Monument, the 
sum of two hundred dollars as a donation from this company. 

At 5 o'clock the company marched to the alloted square on the 
Common, The commander having addressed them on the occasion of 
his retirement from office, his Excellency was escorted with other dis- 
tinguished persons into the square, after they had elected, by ballot, 
according to ancient custom, the officers for 1833-1 834, as follows: 


Captain 


Col. Epwanp G. Prescorr. 
First Lieutenant — Captain Rowe C. Winrnror. 
Second Lieutenant — Lieut.-Col. Puren Dunbar. 
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Adjutant — Major Louis Dennis. 

First Sergeant —Ensign Cnanues A. Macomber. 
Second Sergeant — Capt. Groner W. Cram. 
Third Sergeant — Capt. Joseru B. Town. 
Fourth geant — Capt. Tuomas C Hoxris. U 
Fifth Sergeant — Major Cuartes Sanperson. 
Sixth Sergeant — Capt. Wittram R. Stacy. 
Treasurer — Col. Bensamix Lorine. 

Clerk — My. Go. H. Wurman. 

Armorer — Mr. Jostan. W. Hotmes. 

Assistant Armorer — Major J. L, Wurre. 


On the entrance into the square, the usual salute of the artillery 
detachment was fired. 

The marching and standing salutes were then paid, and the com- 
pany reviewed by the governor. . 

After various evolutions as infantry and artillery, and some good 
firing, were performed, and his Excellency had approved of the ofli- 
cers elect, the old officers proceeded to the resignation of their com- 
missions, and those elect to receive theirs from the Commander in 
Chief; Capt. H. H. Huggerford having acted during the day for 
Lieutenant Field, and resigned his commission in his behalf. 

The sergeants were then commissioned by the new commander; 
and the company thus organized anew, having again paid the salutes, 
under command of Col. E. G. Prescott, escorted his Excellency to the 
State House and returned to Faneuil Hall. 

The usual vote of thanks was passed to be presented to Rev. James 
Thompson for his able discourse, with a request of a copy for the 
press. 

A vote of thanks was passed to the retiring officers, and to the cay- 
alry company for their arduous and faithful services as guard on the 
Common, 

The new commander, after thanking the company for the honor of 
their suffrages, dismissed them to the lower hall for the evyening’s 
convivial entertainment. 

Commodore Elliot was present at the table, which was enlivened by 
many humorous sentiments, some excellent songs and glees. It was, 
indeed, a pleasant occasion and a eratified assembly, and one which 
could not be parted till a late but reasonable hour. 

Over one hundred members of the company took part in the cer- 
emonies of the day. The weather was one of the most pleasant: of the 
season. 

The same concourse of curious and beautiful spectators had filled 
the malls and enclosed the square on the Common, and everything 
seemed agreeable to those who took part in this old holiday anniver- 
sary, either at the church, on the Common, or at the festive board. 
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LETTER. 


The following letter is of interest in connection with the anniver- 
saty:— 
New York, June 13, 1833. 
Gentlemen, — I find on looking over the proceedings, in anticipation of my visit 
to New England, that I have omitted to notice those of the Ancient and Honor- 
able Artillery Company of Massachusetts, which you were deputed to communi- 
cate tome. Although it was not in my power to accept the kind invitation of the 
company, the anniversary which it was intended to celebrate having passed by, 
I beg to offer them my thanks for the honor they have conferred upon me, and 
to assure them that it would have given me pleasure to have waited upon them 
had I been in Boston as early as the firss Monday in June. 
Tam very respectfully your servant, 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
‘To Messrs. Joun S. Tyrer, E. W. Stone, and others, Committee. 


RELIGION AND ARMS. 


“THE GLORY IS DEPARTED FROM ISRAEL: FOR THE ARK OF GOD IS 
TAKEN.” — 1 Samuel iv. 22. 


Noruine at first view seems more incongruous than religion 
and arms, hymns to God and the clangor of trumpets, solemn 
prayer and a military parade: yet from the earliest ages of 
the world, and in its best periods, they have been found 
together; and to their combined influence, acting upon the 
springs of passion and of thought, we are indebted for some 
of the finest strains of poetry, some of the loftiest sentiments 
of devotion, and some of the noblest achievements of valor of 
which we can boast. 

During the wars of the Hebrews with the fierce and lawless 
tribes around them, they kept the ark of God in their camp, 
both as a symbol of the divine presence and an incentive to 
courage, Whilst it reminded them of their relation to the 
Deity and of the duties which that relation involved, it 
emboldened them to meet the foe and the conflict by the aid 
which it seemed to promise of the God of armies. It was 
their glory, —a glory as of the Holy One shining upon their 
armor and sanctifying their battle array. In was borne in 
their midst by consecrated hands. The Hebrew bowed 
down before its awful majesty, and the host of the Hebrews, 
leaning on their spears, besought the protection of the 
Divinity whom it enshrined. So long as that cheered their 
sight, whether victorious or defeated, whether rushing to meet 
the enemy or retreating before him, their hearts were strong; 
they could not tremble, they dared not doubt of ultimate 
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triumph. But when it was seized and carried off by the 
idolatrous Philistines, how great was their consternation, how 
poignant their grief, how dejected their spirit! Then the 
old man who wept not at the death of his brave sons slain in 
the battle, overcome by the tidings of its fate, fell backwards 
and died; and the young mother whose husband had fallen, 
giving up the ghost, and thinking only of her nation’s welfare, 
uttered the lamentation, “The glory is departed from Israel ; 
for the ark of God is taken.” 

Thus early in the history of the world, and among a people 
under the peculiar guardianship and direction of the Most 
High, were the religious and the military feelings and virtues 
brought into concurrent action, — the duties of the temple and 
of the field united. 

Nor has this union been found only in the Hebrew nation. 
The states of antiquity most renowned for wisdom and strength, 
without exception, prepared for war by sacrifices to the gods; 
and the soldiers left their homes and performed their marches 
with a cheerfulness and intrepidity corresponding, in some 
Measure, with the glow and power of their religious faith. 
They knelt in their sacred groves or at the altars of their tem- 
ples, the oblations which their religion demanded were piously 
made, and then, so they believed, the gods fought with them 
and gave the victory. 

Our fathers, the truly intrepid and religious settlers of 
New England, and the worthy founders of “the military com- 
pany of the Massachusetts,” imitated, in this particular, -the 
piety of the elder days. Having a clear knowledge of the 
dangers, actual and probable, that impended over their new set- 
tlements, with a promptness that is honorable to their wisdom, 
they subjected themselves at once to a military discipline, and 
made themselves acquainted as soon as possible with the 
military scie..ce ; and at the same time they were not neglect- 
ful of their religious duties, but took care to erect’in convenient 
places those churches which were to them what the ark of 
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God was to the Hebrews, At an early period in their history, 
with their muskets in their hands and their swords buckled 
at their sides, they assembled in their holy places for the 
worship of the God who had borne them over the waters 
and given them a heritage on these shores. 

These remarks open two distinct and leading topics of 
thought and reflection, — topics which heretofore have drawn 
to themselves the most gifted minds, and concerning which 
the most contradictory views have prevailed: the camp and the 
ark, our military and religious institutions. It is my purpose 
to examine briefly the tendency of public sentiment respect- 
ing each of them, regarded in connection with our present 
political and moral condition, and to exhibit and enforce the 
duty of the patriot as developed by the review and discussion. 

An analysis of any of the governments which have lived 
longest and flourished most will show, I think, that the chief 
elements of their stability and prosperity have been the mili- 
tary virtues and a devotion to religion; that when, either of 
these has begun to languish, they have declined ; and that 
when both of them have become extinct or nearly so, etfemi; 
nacy, luxury, crime, and overthrow have speedily ensued, — 
their glory has departed. sa 

But however important and indispensable in the constitution 
of governments hitherto each of these elements may have 
been, the time is coming, —if it has not already, — according 
to the sure word of prophecy, when the necessity of the 
former will be extinguished by the increased efficiency of the 
latter, The time is coming, if it has not already, when 
Christianity will so far bear sway in men’s hearts, and so 


completely control the passions whence come wars and fight- 
The time is coming 


ings, as altogether to put an end to them. 
when crimes and tears shall cease; when the iron sceptre of 
oppression shall be broken in pieces; when injustice shall 
no more be known; and lawless ambition, and the pride of 
prowess, and the lust of conquest shall give place to the gen- 
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erous emulation of virtuous minds, to the precious conscious- 
ness of moral freedom, and to the noble desire of appreciating 
and extending the blessings of Christian truth. 

Has that time already come? Has the period arrived when 
enlightened nations may prudently convert their weapons of 
war into implements of husbandry, abolish their military 
associations, and frown upon everything of a martial character ? 
Has the power of religion become so great, and its influence 
so extensive, as to render such a course expedient and safe? 
In other words, is the tendency of public sentiment at this 
day, considering our political condition and relations, to depre- 
ciate military distinctions, to rank all parades like that which 
we this day witness with the pastimes of boyhood, to invoke 
upon them the derision and contempt of the wise, patriotic, 
and virtuous, — is that tendency of public sentiment laudable ? 

This question has been and will be variously answered. 
Some say, Yes: because such exhibitions have an effect 
adverse to the character which Christianity seeks to impress 
upon society; because familiarity with the language, dress, 
and discipline of war must produce a distaste for the softer 
and more refined arts of peace, and an extravagant estimate 
of the glory attending a brilliant military career, likely to be 
formed by such scenes, throw into the shade the purer and 
more humble and infinitely more important virtues of a life 
devoted to peaceful pursuits and duties. Others say, No: 
because the breaking up of these associations would render 
impotent the laws, and leave the virtuous and peaceably dis- 
posed to the rapacity and violence of outlaws and villains, 
without. any means of self-protection; because the spirit of 
insurrection, if it sleep, is not dead, and the thirst for con- 
quest, if not quite so. apparent, is as strong, and that selfish- 
ness which regards not the natural rights of men as unbridled, 
as they ever were ; and they say that in order to check and 
counteract them, an organization of the sort we are consider- 
ing — strong, regular, and complete — is absolutely necessary. 
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Tt will hardly be questioned that there is a condition of 
society in which arms are necessary for safety and defence ; 
in which it would be a criminal neglect of duty not to bear 
them, because the rights, enjoyments, and lives of its members 
would be left in jeopardy by such neglect. Such, I conceive, 
was the condition of the Hebrew society when, under the 
command of God, they buckled on their armor and went 
forth to battle; such was the condition of society here at the 
first settlement of our country, when the lives of the colonists 
on our coast were exposed daily and nightly to the unrelent- 
ing cruelty of their savage neighbors. Such, too; it will be 
generally admitted, is the condition of any society when the 
ambition and avarice of a part of its members, or their envy 
and malice, threaten the overthrow of its institutions ; or when 
a revolutionary spirit is kindling, when there is a manifest 
and strong disposition in some to violate the sanctity of the 
laws. In such cases-there is a necessity, natural and therefore 
to be regarded, of a physical power sufficient to enforce the 
demands of justice. Va 

Is anything like this our present condition ? Ts there any- 
thing in the present aspect of our affairs to make the patriot 
alarmed for the future? . Are there any evils, actual or to be 
apprehended, which cast a shade over our prospects and render 
our anticipations not altogether the most happy? 

It is pleasing to the patriot, I know, to regard our land as 
a paradise, watered with ever-flowing SISOS, shaded) with 
palms, abounding in fruits, inhabited by men Eby in intel- 
lect, spotless in heart, and bound to one another by ties which 
God has made indissoluble. But is this a true picture of it? 
or are there here as elsewhere arid deserts and inaccessible 
mountains and valleys which never saw the sun, and blasted 
fruits, and men who hate and would devour one another? 
Let us tell the truth. Let us not delude ourselves. Let us 
tear from our eyes the bandage of national pride, and look 
deeply and impartially into our real condition. What do we 
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find it to be? Does it bode all of good? Does it leave on 
our minds the impression that every spark of malice, envy, 
and revenge has been quenched in our bosom ; that ambition 
and avarice and the passions that cause strife and bloodshed 
have all been plucked from our national heart; and that we 
have now nothing to do but take our rest on a thornless 
pillow ? 

Other minds may perceive nothing but a clear sun shining 
on our path, — no signs of terror in the heavens, no omens of 
ill on the earth; they may see ages coming and going of 
virtue, tranquillity, and renown: and I would not needlessly 
becloud their vision. But when I look at some of the fea- 
tures of our condition; when I consider attentively some of 
our existing relations, I cannot cry, Peace, peace. I think 
I see something else than sunshine, and feel something 
more chilling than the summer breeze, and hear something 
hoarser and louder than the harvest song and the shepherd’s 
reed. There is before my eye, and gathering around us, a 
visible darkness and a sweeping tornado and a heavy-sound- 
ing thunder. There are indications of terrible commotions, 
resting now only to gather strength, which nothing but an 
Omnipotent Providence can prevent. The passions of men, 
it must be confessed, the bad passions of men never swelled 
higher than now. Reason, morality, and religion are becoming 
more and more practically disregarded, and selfishness and 
cupidity and unbelief are gaining every day an easier access 
to stations of honor and trust. 

We talk of the present advanced stage of civilization and 
religion, of the general prevalence of virtue and sound princi- 
ples and knowledge. But facts are against us. It is a dream, 
an illusion. Our glory has departed; the simple but sublime 
duties of religion are neglected or despised. Crimés are 
multiplying amongst us. There is a worm at the core, — 
corruption inside, deep settled. The severe but just and 
beautiful morality of the gospel hangs loosely upon us; it is 
not venerated, it is not loved, it is not obeyed. 
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We have reached just that point in our career which to 
other nations has always been dangerous and often fatal. 
We begin to call ourselves a wealthy people, and to contend, 
section with section, about the distribution of our treasure. 
Moral worth, in a political point of view, seems to have fallen 
into disrepute ; or at least has come to be reckoned as quite 
an unimportant affair. We are paying more homage to intel- 
lect than it deserves. If aman have superior talents and what, 
by a strange coupling of terms, is denominated /odztical hon- 
esty, —as if there were several sorts, — these are too generally 
considered as founding a sufficient claim to public confidence, 
support, and honor. We are growing proud: proud of our 
great men, proud of our wealth, proud of our rank among the 
nations. But, I pray, what are these when considered in 
reference to our stability and happiness? Great men, as the 
world accounts greatness! how far can you, how much ought 
you to depend upon them? Have they not more frequently, 
tenfold, proved a curse than a blessing to the people who have 
yielded themselves to their guidance? If the greatness of those 
whom we call our great men does not contain the element of 
virtue, of a vigorous moral principle, if it is not built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner-stone, it is nothing worth, it is but a 
name, it is not to be trusted; no, not for an hour. If their 
hearts are devoid of the love of justice, and their ears open 
to adulation, and their minds self-worshipped ; if they toil for 
their country in order to gather her harvests into their own 
garner; if they cry up patriotism with their lips and cry 
down their country with their lives, —they are its greatest 
scourge, its most dangerous foe. 

And wealth! how far can you, how much ought you, to 
depend upon wealth ? 

Is it not an erroneous and a pernicious doctrine in political 
economy, that the wealth of a nation is one of the main pillars 
of its strength and glory? and are not many of the public 


16 ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ARTILLERY CO. 


evils of which we are obliged to complain, the consequences 
of the adoption of this maxim? When we speak of pros- 
perity, we mean increasing wealth. When we talk of legis- 
lating for the benefit of the whole people, we mean legislating 
so that all sections of the country may enjoy equal pecuniary 
advantages. When we complain of grievances, it is our 
property that suffers, You hear nothing of injustice or op- 
pression operating on our other and higher interests. 


THE STRENGTH OF A NATION. 


But to what extent is it true that the strength of a nation 
resides in or depends upon its wealth? What is the strength 
ofa nation? It is, in few words, the ability which it possesses 
to sustain itself; to give security to the lives and property of 
the individuals composing it ; and to improve its physical and 
moral condition. Now, how much of this ability does it owe 
to its wealth? How much, in the first place, does wealth help 
it to sustain itself, or contribute to its stability? Less, I 
apprehend, than is generally supposed; for of all things, 
wealth is the most fluctuating. It is often the effect of 
causes which are entirely concealed from our view, and is 
dissipated by causes whose existence and operation we can 
rarely foresee, It is forever changing hands. Whilst one 
Nation grows rich, another becomes poor. It is, moreover, 
the occasion of most of the prejudices and jealousies, most 
of the unkind and angry feelings which spring up between 
different sections of the same country, and shake the founda- 
tions of the whole. The stability of an individual is in wisdom 
and virtue, and in those actions that are thereby directed ; and 
if of an individual, why not of a state, which is but a collection 
of individuals? Is it wealth for which a wise man chiefly 
values himself, or on which he mainly relies? Does he not 
know that one may possess the largest estate and still be as 
impotent as a babe, incapable of exerting any influence in 
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society, wanting in power to repel assaults upon his person 
or his property; and where is the difference in this regard 
between an individual and a state, or a political association of 
individuals ? 

How much, in the next place, does it help to improve its 
physical and moral condition? It will not be denied that 
under the present arrangements of society,— under the artifi- 
cial systems which, in the absence of a universal spirit of 
benevolence and justice, men have been obliged to adopt, 
—wealth is, in a considerable degree, necessary to public im- 
provements of any kind. And yet much more improvement 
is to be expected, I conceive, from the diffusion of science and 
its application to the practical business of life; from the 
prevalence of enlightened views of policy and duty; and from 
the cultivation of the social virtues and the religious affections, 
than from any cause so perishable in its nature and so unequal 
in its operations as wealth, The Lacedsemonian lawgiver 
regarded riches as the bane of a state. He prohibited the 
gathering of property into large masses. He stifled the love 
of money in the breasts of his people and taught them to 
regard poverty as honorable. And’ yet there was no want 
of stability in the Spartan government, no want of security, 
no want of means to improve its condition. Nay, in these 
particulars, it enjoyed a pre-eminence over the neighboring 
and more wealthy states. And it was not till Lysander, an 
excellent man and a distinguished general, introduced luxury 
and a fondness for riches, by carrying thither the immense 
sums of gold and silver he had gained by his victories at 
Athens, that it began to decline. 

When each member of the state shall come to feel it to be 
his duty to live and act for the good of the state; to receive 
and give instruction as he is able; to expend his energies, 
physical and moral, in doing good, in making improvements, — 
then, and not till then, shall we attain true national stability 


and glory. Then shall we stand on a foundation which cannot 
2 
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be moved either by the tide of misfortune or the fluctuations 
of interest. Then may God revoke the doom of decay, which, 
it seems to many, has been passed upon us. Then may he 
love us as he did our fathers, and defend us with his own 
right arm, and cause us to have a name and a praise in all the 
earth. 

Let us now restate our question: Is the present tendency 
of public ‘sentiment regarding military associations laudable ? 
From the brief review we have taken of our character and con- 
dition, we feel obliged to answer, however deeply we may regret 
it, No: because the bad passions of men are as powerfully 
excited, as strong in their sway, and as injurious in their effects 
as they ever have been; because essentially wrong views pre- 
vail in relation to talents and wealth, which always have led 
and always will lead to a violation of public laws and individ- 
ual rights ; and because laws are incompetent to compel sub- 
jection and obedience to their mandates without the aid of a 
physical force, a force ready at a moment’s warning to main- 
tain their dignity and vindicate their supremacy. 


THE NECESSITY OF A MILITARY FORCE, 


The necessity of a military force in this nation, and at this 
time, rests on these indisputable facts: That the hearts of 
men are here far from being subdued to truth and virtue and 
love ; that evils are threatened within our own borders, which 
nothing but such a force can prevent or suppress; that the 
world is far from having reached that perfection contemplated 
by prophecy as the ultimate effect of Christianity, when it 
would be safe and proper to break down all its citadels and 
munitions of war, and to convert its weapons of defence into 
implements of peaceful husbandry. 

This necessity, however, we believe must be diminished in 
the ratio of the progress of Christianity in the world, and its 
influence on the general mind. I say iz ¢he world ; for though all 
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Christendom should become practically and thoroughly Chris- 
tian, we might not be justified in abandoning our means of 
defence so long as savages might annoy us, and barbarians and 
idolaters invade our possessions. Let this consideration en- 
courage and stimulate our efforts to diffuse abroad, insite and 
everywhere, the benign and salutary influences of Christian 
truth. Let it lead philanthropists to lay the axe at the root 
of the evil of war, and to expend their zeal and toil in eradi- 
Let them continue to set forth the miseries of war 
let them proclaim the principles of 
to bring the world 


cating it. 
in all their horrid array 5 
peace, and never falter in their exertions ‘ 
into fellowship with itself, to produce a radical change in the 
predominating principles of human life and conduct. We 
shall hear of wars and rumors of wars until throws the power 
of religion the world is entirely renovated in its ae 
feelings, and aims. The necessity of ene and para ss an 
must continue until the whole world is 
and a new blood, even that 
ortal, circulates in 


martial discipline 
created anew in Christ Jesus; 


. 7 i imm 
which has made the cross glorious ane . divi oy all 
all its veins, and a new moral life fills with a divine energy a 

, 


its limbs. “God must first weed the world,” observes an old 
writer, “of all contentious spirits and ill dispositions before an 
universal peace can grow inet ; 7 

Let us examine and develop this sentiment; it may be 
d citizen desires to see a state of pro: 
Every virtuous man would hail 


with joy the dawning of the day when he could safely lay 


aside all things bearing the remotest relation to the field of 
d the possibility of a con- 


assumed that every goo! 
found and universal peace. 


blood, or even intimating to his min pees 
flict in arms, It becomes, therefore, to such, an inquiry of the 
deepest interest how the approach of that als may be has- 
tened, and what will be the signs of its coming; and 
from what we can learn of the designs of Providence, as they 
are unfolded in the Scriptures, and from what we have seen 
of the power and tendency of religion as taught and illus- 
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trated by Jesus Christ, it may be positively affirmed that that 
day will be preceded by an increased regard for the institu- 
tions and duties of religion; an increased reverence of the 
Jaw of the Lord; and an increased love of whatever is ap- 
proved or enjoined by him. The moral nature of man 
will be elevated, in his own estimation, above the intellectual, 
and a stain upon that will be deprecated as the worst evil 
that can befall him. The worship of God will come to be 
considered an indispensable duty, and not only a duty but 
a high privilege, by all men; and the love of man —a love 
which rejoices in the welfare of all, which thinks no evil, 
which is alive to every opportunity of showing kindness and 
conferring benefits— becomes as universal as are the habita- 
tions of our race. Religion thus recognized, thus felt, thus 
exemplified, is the lever which is to raise the world, the power 
which is to disenthral it, the agent which is to restore to 
every realm a glorious and happy peace. 


IMPORTANCE OF RELIGION TO THE NATION. 


The claims, therefore, of religion to public, and at this 
time peculiar regard, I trust I may not inappropriately en- 
deavor to set forth. 

If anything is to save this nation from anarchy and ruin, 
if anything is to bind these States in amity and make their 
union everlasting, it is not the talents nor the fame of our 
great men; it is not our present or prospective wealth ; it is 
not the discipline of our troops nor the bravery of our gen- 
erals: but it is the power of religion, its influence diffused 
over the entire surface and settled into the lowest bosom of 
society, flowing in all its currents, sanctifying the affections, 
enlightening the counsels, pointing the aims, and assisting the 
labors of magistrates and legislators, of all public function- 
aries and all private citizens. The maxims, sanctions, and 
duties of Christianity must be acknowledged and consulted as 
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supreme and final; in the council chamber, on the bench, 
in the assembly, the study, the office, the workshop, and the 
field, everywhere they must be respected and everywhere 
obeyed. 

Tell me, what power other than religion can restore sound- 
ness to our national heart, control and regulate our vault- 
ing ambition, and uproot our fast-bound selfishness? What 
but religion can produce a watchful and generous patriotism, 
an exalted and impartial philanthropy, and a true love of free- 
dom? What can win for us respect and admiration from 
abroad, or secure to us contentment and prosperity at home, 
but religion? What can unite us with heaven, make. the 
Omnipotent Father our protector, and draw down blessings 
upon ourselves and our children, — what, but religion ? 

Impressed most deeply with these views, we feel it to be 
the duty of every lover of his country to ponder, to canvass, 
with a solemn sense of his responsibleness to God, all public 
measures adapted, in any way, to affect the general interests 
of religion; because whatever affects the general interests of 
religion affects in a corresponding degree the general interests 
of the state. He ought to watch and guard those interests 
as the great treasure of the world. He ought to connect 
them, when he thinks of them, with the dignity, liberty, and 
immortality of his own soul, and to feel that he has not 
accomplished the great purpose of his existence until he has 
done his utmost to gain a place for them in the affections of 
all his fellow-men. 

I shall be pardoned, then, for suggesting to your considera- 
tion —and I am happy to present the subject to a portion of 
the state so ancient and honorable as that which you represent 
and constitute — whether the tendency of public sentiment 
regarding the interests of religion is not unfriendly, rather 
than the contrary, to its diffusion and influence; suited to 
relax more than to strengthen its hold upon public affection ; 
to cast it into the shade of indifference and neglect more than 
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to increase the respect and homage which justly belong to it. 
Has it not become with very many, too many, a grand object 
to keep religion entirely out of sight, in its political aspects 
and bearings; to exclude it as far as possible from a place in 
public deliberations and in the public care; and to separate it 
as widely as possible from the state and from acts affecting 
the general interests of the state? 

Now, however well-meant may be such treatment of this 
great friend and ally and supporter of the government, how- 
ever wise and prudent some may think an edict to exclude 
her from the public councils, the considerate lovers of order 
and guardians and friends of our institutions will perceive, I 
think, that its natural effect must be to loosen the restraints 
of a moral kind which now operate on our leading men, to 
diminish their sense of responsibleness to a higher power, 
to make religion unpopular and of course unregarded with 
the less informed and viciously inclined, and to give them 
license, at least according to their own interpretation, to break 
up the religious order, regulations, and institutions which 
hitherto have been the distinguishing glory of this Common- 
wealth. 

Let the same course be pursued with respect to education, 
— Iam aware that this is a consideration which has long and 
often been urged, but one which certainly has not lost its 
force by age and repetition, —let it become a common senti- 
ment that we have no right and ought not to provide for the 
instruction of our children at the public charge ; that in doing 
so we violate the liberty which we have sworn to maintain ; 
and let this sentiment find sanction in your legislative halls: 
and is it not a most probable result that the importance of 
education will soon cease to be generally felt, and public 
schools decline, and the children of the poorer classes of our 
fellow-citizens grow up in gross and ruinous ignorance? 
Would it be safe, would it be wise, to withdraw from this 
great common interest the watchful eye and the fostering care 
of the state ? 
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Then why should the state be indifferent about religion ? 
Is it less important to its welfare, or less necessary to the 
security and happiness of the people? and has it ever pre- 
vailed except through the combined power of individuals or 
by supernatural assistances? Has God committed every other 
common blessing of society to the care of society, and left this 
alone — its greatest blessing — to provide for itself, to find its 
own protectors, to make its own way in the world? 

But it may be affirmed that “religion and education are 
things in their nature totally distinct ; and that they neither 
require nor admit parallel reasoning nor parallel legislation.” 
But what is the difference between them? Simply this: the 
one respects the cultivation of the intellectual, and the other 
of the moral nature; the one would bring forth in vigor the 
powers of the understanding, and the other would train up 
and direct the affections of the heart. Is it then a thing wise 
and practicable in the state to attend carefully to the improve- 
ment of the one, and a thing altogether unwise and impracti- 
cable to pay any regard to the improvement of the other? 

I do not, much wonder that those who believe religion to 
be a divine influence irresistibly communicated to the soul, 
and therefore not dependent at all upon the care and efforts 
of individuals or states for her success ; nor yet they who think 
that her influence on the character and happiness of men is 
limited by the grave, and therefore hardly worthy of the serious 
regard of any, —I do not very much wonder, I say, that such 
should deem it expedient to take from her the oversight and 
protection of the laws. But I do wonder that any who think 
religion to be education, the culture of a part of our nature 
having the same origin with our reason and imagination, the 
development of certain. principles which reveal to us our 
relation to the Supreme Being, and from the oratory within, 
with a living eloquence, call us to his worship ; the bringing. 
up to its proper rank that divine faculty on cela duty is 
stamped with the seal of the Almighty, and which interprets 
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and enforces its claims with an authority heaven-derived and 
unlimited; the supply of our spiritual wants by the well- 
directed application of our thoughts to the works and counsels 
of God, by the diligent use of those powers which bring us to 
the nearest communion with him; the enlargement of our 
spiritual views by sounding the depths of his will as revealed 
in the character and gospel of Jesus Christ; by chaining the 
affections to his throne, and thence opening the mind and 
the heart upon the universe and upon eternity; the exercise 
and improvement of those sympathies and regards which, like 
so many ties to be broken by nothing short of omnipotence, 
may attach to one another and bind together in everlasting 
unity all tribes, all tongues, and all nations on the face of 
the earth,—that they who think thus of religion should 
stand unmoved at the breaking down of her altars, and the 
sacrilege of her temples, and the banishment of her priests ; 
that they should see her beautiful and venerable institutions, 
reared by toils and sacrifices of the extent of which we can 
scarcely conceive, falling into decay and neglect, if not con- 
tempt. That they should hear the cry, “ Let her alone, the 
state has no right to protect her,” and not put forth a vigorous 
arm to aid and support her, is matter of unqualified surprise. 
But it will be said that “ religion will always find supporters 
enough without any compulsory Jaws.” She never will bave 
found supporters exough, until every member of the com- 
munity supports her, until 


it shall be incumbent on each 


individual to do something for her support. Let the state 


cease to care and provide for its schools: there is no reason 


to believe that all schools would be abolished. The rich and 


liberal and well-informed would have them; but the poor and 
miserly and ignorant would go without them. And it is 
removed beyond a question that every dollar and every cent 
that these pay towards their suppoft, however reluctantly, 
increases their interest in them and their desire that their 
children should enjoy the benefit of them. The effect is the 


same, by parity of reasons, in regard to religion. 
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It will be said again that the great Founder of our religion 


did not ask the aid of the state; that he required no civil 


enactment to prop up or diffuse his religion, and.why should 
we? 

True, the Saviour asked not the aid of the civil power, and 
for two reasons: first, because in so doing he would have 
interfered with the existing religion of the state; and second, 
because he possessed a power to accomplish the purpose of 
his mission, derived from the Supreme Ruler, and infinitely 
transcending that of earthly potentates, — because the omnip- 
otence of God wrought with him and helped him to effect what 
mere human power never could have accomplished. The 
same supernatural aid came to the apostles, and enabled them 
to strengthen and extend the foundations which Christ had 
laid ; and before the impulse which they had imparted to the 
cause had ceased in the providence of God, government recog - 
nized its character and assisted the disciples in rearing the 
august and beautiful superstructure which Christianity now 
presents, 

The care of religion in all ages and under all the govern- 
ments of the earth entitled to consideration has been almost 
identified with the care of the state. She has never been 
left to her own unaided, self-diffusing power. The wisest 
lawgivers, they who have searched most deeply into the 
principles of our nature, have distinctly perceived that the 
best restraint upon the passions of men, the only safeguard of 
their morals, the strongest foundation of their valor, and the 
most powerful incitement to patriotic duty, have been and are 
found in religion ; and they have accordingly, I believe uni- 
versally, made that one of the main pillars of the state, 
regarded and cherished it as essential to its security and wel- 
fare. And I cannot forbear to express the strong conviction 
which I feel, that every tie you sever by which religion is 
connected with our government, every particle you take from 
the cement which binds them together, weakens the power, 
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cripples the energy, and renders more problematical the per- 
petuity of the government, and this for reasons which I shall 
repeat: viz., that the natural effect of excluding religion 
from the public care must be public disregard of her counsels 
and sanctions ; that when public men shut out religion from 
their deliberations touching the general welfare, their thousand 
supporters and admirers will feel justified in excluding her 
from their private meditations; that when she is considered 
as dangerous to the state if meddled with by the state, a 
general abandonment of her counsels and forsaking of her 
paths may be reasonably anticipated ; and that no nation has 
ever flourished that did not cherish her. 

I have not introduced this topic or made these remarks 
without solemn deliberation on their nature and bearing, nor 
without being urged by an imperative sense of duty. 

My hearers, more especially the gentlemen by whose favor 
I am now permitted to speak, will do me the justice to believe 
that I do not desire a union of church and state, They know 
the difference between religion and church as those terms 
are now understood ; and they are not ignorant that the state 
may safely protect and encourage religion without reference to 
any single church, without giving a preference to any one 
denomination above another, and without the danger of cre- 
ating, what all Americans would deplore, an established 
church. 


THE RELIGION OF ALL GOOD MEN, 


When I speak of religion, in this connection, I certainly do 
not mean any one of all its forms or sects, and I could not 


designate it by any single name. It is not the religion of the 
many nor of the few, but of us all. It is not the religion of 
the Catholic nor of the Protestant ; it is not orthodoxy in any 
of its forms, nor liberalism in any of its forms: but it is that 
principle in human nature which has regard to the will of the 


universal Father, and demands respect and obedience to his 
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laws ; that mighty sentiment, mighty in its capabilities, which 
to a greater or less extent pervades all bosoms, of accounta- 
bleness to a Power that is over all and through all and in all; 
and that persuasion of the essential and everlasting difference 
between virtue and vice, right and wrong, which is almost 
equally universal; and this principle so rooted, this sentiment 
so active, this persuasion so invincible as to regulate the will, 
control the passions, and dignify the lives of men, —a principle 
and sentiment and persuasion which may be nourished and 
cultivated in all forms and almost all sects. This, I say, is 
the religion which I would invoke the state, through you, an 
honorable portion of its representatives, to regard, encourage 
protect, and honor. 

It is religion thus understood, zz all, and yet perhaps un_ 
known and undeveloped in most, that I wish to see supported 
by all our citizens, from the highest magistrate to the humblest 
day laborer. It is religion thus understood that I wish to 
have more highly valued than it has ever been, for the strength 
which it may give to our national character; for the bright- 
ness which it may cast upon our national hopes; for the peace 
which it may preserve in our national borders. I wish to see 
every man who holds a place of trust, and who does not, feel- 
ing the responsibility which religion reveals to him and under 
which it lays him. 

When the precepts of religion are made the key to our 
legislation and to all our political deliberations, when the 
spirit of love and justice rules in the hearts of our public men, 
then may we look for civil order and sound virtue and lofty 
patriotism and mutual charity, all over our great, prosperous, 
and united country ; and behold here what the holy seers long 
ago foresaw and foretold, —righteousness and peace embra- 
cing each other. 

Let every man, whatever be his station, whether high or 
low, consider himself as a steward under God; a steward, not 
of the interests of a handful of his fellow-men, not of the con- 
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cerns of a particular neighborhood, and not of those things 
merely which perish in the using: but of the interests of his 
country, of the concerns of a world, and of those things which 
God has made spiritual and eternal ; and the Golden Age, which 
even heathen poets have celebrated and their philosophers 
described, will have come. The time to kill and to destroy 
will have passed away ; the glory will return to our American 
Israel ; and tne ark of God, kept, not in the camp, but in the 


peaceful temple, become the everlasting symbol both of divine 
love and human piety. 


